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THE MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS, 
REGISTERED IN THE DIVISIONS, COUNTIES.and DISTRICTS of ENGLAND. 

The Marriages./!^ the Quarter ended September, 1857, and the Births 
and DEATHS,/br the Quarter ended December, 1857. 

as published bt authority of the registrar-general. 

Tms Return comprises the Births and Deaths registered by 2,196 registrars in 
all the districts of England during the Summer Quarter that ended on December 30th, 
1857; and the Marriages in 12,259 churches or chapels, about 3,913 registered 
places of worship unconnected with the Established Church, and 628 Superintendent 
Registrars' offices, in the quarter that ended on September 30th, 1857. 

The returns for the quarter are, in some respects, unfavourable, for the mortality 
is higher than the average mortality of the season. The Asiatic cholera, however, 
which was threatening in October, was arrested in its course; and the excess of 
deaths is partly referable to influenza, scarlatina, fever, small-pox, and diphtheria 
(throat disease). The number of Births in the last three months of the past year 
exceeds the average ; but the Marriages in the three summer months were slightly 
below the average number for the quarter. 

The state of the births and of the deaths on the aggregate of the year 1857, 
exhibits a favourable aspect, for while the births exceeded, the deaths were below the 
average. 

Marriages. — 77,658 persons were married in the three months of July, 
August, and September. The number is less by 646 than the number of persons 
who married in the corresponding quarter of 1856. The annual rate of marriage in 
the quarter was 1-594 persons per cent., the average being 1 - G08 per cent. In the 
spring quarter of 1857 the marriage rate was above the average. The marriages fell 



England: — Marriages, Births, and Deaths, returned in the Years 
1851-57, and in the Quarters of those Years. 

Calendar Years, 1851-57: — Numbers. 



Marriages 

Births 

Deaths ...... 



No. 



'57. 



I 602,884 
! 420,019 



•58. 



159,202 
057,704 
391,369 



'55. 



152,113 
635,043 
425,703 



'54. 



159,727 
634,405 
437,905 



'53- 



164,520 
612,391 
421,097 



'52. 



158,782 
624,012 
407,135 



•51. 



154,206 
6)5,805 
395,396 



Quarters of each Calendar Year 1851-57. 
(I.) Marriages : — Numbers. 



Quarters 
ended last day of 
March .... 

June 

Septmbr... 
Decmbr..... 



'57. 


*56. 


•56- 


'54. 


•53. 


'52. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


33,381 


33,388 


29,186 


33,234 


35,149 


32,977 


41,296 


38,796 


38,549 


40,518 


40,446 


40,092 


38,829 


39,152 


37,308 


38,182 


39,899 


38,400 




47,923 


47,070 


47,793 


49,026 


47,313 



•51. 



No. 
32,724 
38,635 
37,316 
45,531 
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Quarters of each Calendar Year 1851-57. 
(II. 1 Births : — Numbers. 



Quarters 
ended last dap of 

March 

June 

Septmbr 

Decnibr 



'57- 



No. 
170,381 
170,3.13 
161.215 
160,975 



'56- 



No. 
169,252 
173,204 
157,633 
157,615 



'55. 



No. 
166,225 
165277 
154,700 
148,841 



'54. 



No. 
160,785 
172,457 
154,724 
146,439 



'53- 



No. 
161,729 
158,697 
147,602 
144,363 



'52. 



'51- 



No. 
161,803 
159,031 
151,222 
151,956 



No. 
157,286 
159,073 
150,594 
148,912 



(III.) Deaths: — Numbers. 



Quarters 
ended last day of 

March 

June 

Septmbr 

Decmbr 



'57. 



No. 
108,527 
100,205 
100,590 
110,697 



'56- 



No. 

103,208 

100,310 

91,330 

96,521 



'55- 



No. 

134,542 

106,493 

87,646 

97,022 



'54. 



No. 
111,843 
102,586 
113,843 
109,633 



'53- 



No. 

118,119 

107,647 

92,201 

103,130 



'52. 



No. 

106,358 

100,625 

100,382 

99,770 



•51- 



No. 

105,359 

99,458 

91,499 

99,080 



off in London, in the South-Eastern, the South-Western, the North-Western, and 
the York Divisions. In the South Midland, the Eastern, the West Midland, the 
North Midland, the Northern, and the Welsh Divisions, the marriages, as compared 
with those in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, increased. 

Births. — The births of 160,975 children born alive, were registered in the last 
three months of the year 1857. This number exceeds by 6,640 the births in the 
corresponding quarter of 1856. The births were at the rate of 3'294 per cent, per 
annum ; the average of the previous quarters being 3*146. The increase of births is 
observable in London and in every other division except the Northern. 

The births during the year 1857 amounted to 662,884 ; or to about 3'434 per 
cent, on the population. 

Increase op Population. — As the Births amounted to 160,975, and the 
Deaths to 110,697, the natural increase of population was 50,278 in 92 days, or 546 
daily in England and Wales. The natural increase in the United Kingdom was 
probably about 800 daily. 

The excess of births over deaths, and therefore the natural increase of the popula- 
tion of England and Wales, was 242,865 in the year 1857, or about 665 daily. In 
the United Kingdom the natural increase probably did not exceed 1 ,000 daily. 

28,673 Emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom at which there 
are Government emigration officers; namely, 27,790 from four English ports, 879 
from Glasgow and Greenock, and only 4 from Irish ports. The origin of the 28,673 
emigrants was shown in 25,281 instances; and after distributing those not distin- 
guished proportionally, it appears that 11,630 were of English origin; of whom 
7,366 sailed to the Australian Colonies, 4,210 to the United States of America, 20 to 
the North American Colonies, and 34 to other places.* 



* From a Return with which the Registrar- General has been favoured by the 
Emigration Commissioners: the number returned as of English origin was 10,254, 
while the birthplace of 3,392 was not distinguished ; in the above statement a pro- 
portional number of these have been added to those returned as of English origin. 

H 2 
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212,875 Emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom in the year 
1857, and of that number 78,560 were declared to be of English origin. 

The number of English soldiers and sailors who have died abroad, cannot yet be 
brought into the account. 



England : — Annual Rate Per Cent, of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, 
during the Years 1853-57, and the Quarters of those Years. 

Calendar Years, 1853-57 : — General Per Centage Results. 





'57. 


Mean 
'47-'56. 


'56. 


'55. 


'54. 


'53. 






Estimated Population \ 
of England in thou- 1 
sands in the middle | 


i9>3°4» 


.... 


i9. 45» 


18,787, 


18,619, 


18,403, 


Marriages Per ct. 


3-434 
2-176 


•839 
3 '34-6 
2-276 


•836 
3-454 
2-055 


•810 
3-380 
2-266 


•858 
3-407 
2-352 


•894 
3-328 
2-288 



Quarters of each Calendar Year, 1853-57. 
(I.) Marriages : — Per Centages. 



Quarters 
ended the last day of 

March Per ct. 

June „ 

Septmbr „ 

Decmbr .... „ 



'57. 


Mean 
'47-'56. 


•56. 


'55. 


'54. 


Perct. 


Perct. 


Perct. 


Perct. 


Perct. 


•705 


•700 


•707 


•633 


•728 


•860 


•849 


•819 


•824 


•875 


•797 


•804 


•814 


•787 


•813 




'991 


•993 


•989 


1015 



'53. 



Per ct. 
•778 
•883 
•859 

1-053 



(II.) Births : — Per Centages. 





'57. 


Mean 
'47-'56. 


'56. 


'55. 


'54. 


•53. 


Quarters 














ended the last day of 


Per ct. 


Per ct. 


Per ct. 


Per ct. 


Per. ct. 


Per ct. 




3-599 


3"507 


3-585 


3-603 


3-520 


3-578 




3-546 


3'5*3 


3-655 


3-534 


3-722 


3-464 


Septmbr .... „ 


3-308 


3-211 


3-278 


3-261 


3-294 


3-177 


Decmbr , 


3-294 


3" 146 


3-267 


3-128 


3111 


3-100 



(III.) Deaths : — Per Centages. 



Quarters 
ended the last dag of 

March Per ct. 

June „ 

Septmbr „ 

Decmbr. .... „ 



'57. 



Per ct. 
2-292 
2-086 
2064 
2-265 



Mean 
'47-'56. 



Per ct. 

2-527 
2-268 

2-150 

2 - i67 



56. 



Per ct. 
2-186 
2-117 
1-899 
2-001 



'55. 



Per ct. 
2-916 
2-277 
1-848 
2-039 



'54. 



Per ct. 
2-449 
2-214 
2-423 
2-329 



'53. 



Per ct. 
2-613 
2-355 
1-985 
2-214 
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The Weather and the Price of Provisions. — The influence of the Weather 
and the Supply of Food on the births, deaths, and marriages, can be studied in the 
annexed tables. 

Mr. Glaisher has described the weather, p. 107. The high average temperature 
of the summer was sustained through autumn until the end of the year. In 



The Average Prices of Consols, of Wheat, Meat, and Potatoes, also the 
Average Quantity of Wheat sold and imported Weekly, in each of the 
nine Quarters ended December 31st, 1857. 



1 


2 


3 


i 


5 


( 




7 






















Average 


the 290 Cities 


Wheat Flour 


Average 


Prices 


Average 




Average 


Price 
of 


and Towns in 
England 


entered for 


of Meat per lb. at 
Leadenhall 


Prices of 
Potatoes 




of 
Consols 

(for 
Money). 


Wheat 


sumption at 


and Newgate Markets 


(York 


Quarters 


per 




(by the Carcase), 


Begcnts) 


ended 


Quarter 
in 


Returns. 


Great Britain. 


with the Mean Prices. 


per Ton 
at 




England 










W aterside 






and 


Average Numher of Quarters 






Market, 






Wales. 


weekly. 






Southwark. 


1855 


£ 


*. d. 


No. 


No. 


d. d, d. 


d. d, d. 


8. S. t. 


31 Dec. 


88J 


79 4 


126,893 


42,358 


4J-6| 
51 


4f-6J 

5* 


90—100 

95 


1856 
















31 Mar. 


90§ 


72 4 


92,152 


48,018 


4J-6J 

Si 


4J-6* 
51 


78— 93 

86 


30 June 


93|- 


68 8 


104,952 


63,093 


4J-6J 
5* 


5— 6f 

Si 


70— 90 

8o 


30 Sept. 


95 


72 3 


78,208 


117,807 


54 


5—7 

6 


75— 80 

78 


31 Dec. 


92| 


63 4 


112,909 


103,328 


31-6* 

5* 


4J-6f 

si 


90—110 

IOO 


1857 
















31 Mar. 


93* 


56 10 


102,433 


51,310 


4*-6f 

si 


H-7i 
6i 


100—120 
no 


30 June 


93| 


56 9 


107,850 


42,178 


4*— 6* 

51 


4|-6| 
5i 


105—150 

127 


30 Sept. 


90| 


59 11 


92,156 


55,384 


51 


4i-7 
51 


95—115 
105 


31 Dec. 


89J 


52 


101,025 


95,587 


4J-6* 
51 


H-7 

si 


130—150 

140 



Note. — The Total Number of Quarters of Wheat sold in England and Wales, and 
entered for Home Consumption, has been as follows : — 



13 Weeks ended Qrs. Sold. 

1855—31 Dec 1,649,000 

1856—31 March 1,197,000 

„ 30 June 1,364,000 

„ 30 Sept 1,016,000 

„ 31 Dec. 1,467,000 

1857—31 March 1,331,000 

„ 30 June „.. 1,402,000 

„ 30 Sept 1,198,000 

„ 31 Dec 1,313,000 



Home Consumption. 

Qrs. Entered. 

550,000 

624,000 

820,000 

1,531,000 

1,446,000 

667,000 

548,000 

719,000 

1,242,000 
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November and December the temperature fell at Greenwich only to 4G° and 45°; 
thus remaining 3° and 6° respectively above the average of each of the last two 
months of the 86 preceding years. The dew point for the quarter was 45*6°, or 4*7° 
above the average of the 16 previous years. The humidity was 92, saturation being 
expressed by 100 ; and the atmosphere was thus 5 points nearer to saturation than it 
was on an average of 16 years. The rain-fall was 6*0 inches, or 1*1 inch below the 
average ; although on October 22nd nearly three inches of rain fell in several places 
of Norfolk, Cambridge, Hertford, Middlesex, Buckingham, Surrey, and Sussex. 
The barometer was above the average. Wheat was sown in favourable weather. The 
country was remarkably green at the end of December. At Ryde fuschias and 
strawberries were in bloom in December; raspberries were picked on the 20th. 

The price of Wheat was 52*. a quarter, while in the corresponding three months 
of 1855 and 1856 it was 79s. id. and 63s. id. The reduction was 34 and 19 per 
cent, respectively on the prices of the two previous years. The price of Beef by the 
carcase at the Leadenhall and Newgate markets was 5fr2. per pound ; while it was in 
the same seasons of 1855 and 1856 respectively h^d., and 5§<?. a pound. Mutton 
was, in the autumns of the three years (1855, 1856, and 1857,) 5£ d. a pound. The 
Potaco crop partially failed, and the average price of York Regents at the waterside 
market, Southwark, was 140s. a ton, or 16 lbs. for a shilling. In the preceding 
autumns of 1855, 1856, the price of potatoes was 95s. and 100s. a ton. The price 
of Potatoes was 4Q per cent, higher than it was in the three autumn months of 1856. 
This high price necessarily limits the consumption of potatoes among the poorer 
classes of artizans in the towns ; and the family of the labourer, whose crop has failed 
in the country, must suffer still more severely, as he has not the means of purchasing 
other commodities. The want of potatoes often induces scurvy, but no direct 
evidence- of that disease is yet mentioned by the registrars. It is, however, often the 
marked cause of other maladies. 

State of the Public Health. — 110,697 Deaths were registered in the last 
quarter of the year 1857. This number exceeds by 14,176 the deaths in the cor- 
responding quarter of 1856; and by 11,646 the average of the ten previous corres- 
ponding quarters. The mortality in the quarter was at the rate of 2*265 per cent, 
per annum, the average of the season being 2-167. The increase was equivalent to 
one on every 22 deaths. The increase of the mortality was greatest in the town dis- 
tricts or sub-districts, where 60,186 persons died, that is 6,923 above the average 
53,263; while the deaths in the country districts amounted to 50,511, or 4,724 
above the average, 45,787. After correcting for increase of population, on the 
assumption that the population in town and country increased at the same rate as in 
the ten years 1841-51 , the mortality in the town appears to be at the rate of 2*704 
per cent., in the country at the rate of 1*926 per cent., per annum. The excess over 
the average of the season was - 182 in the towns, "050 in. the country; it was, there- 
fore, more than three times as great in the towns as it was in the country districts. 

The Deaths in the year 1857 amounted to 420,019; and if the population of 
England and Wales is correctly estimated at 19,304,000 in the middle of that year, 
the rate of mortality was 2*176 per cent., or somewhat less than 22 to 1,000 of the 
population. The average of the ten preceding years is 2*276 per cent.; consequently 
the mortality on the year 1857 was below the average. 

The proportion of the deaths in a given time to a given population is not an exact 
measure of its vitality; the mortality being very different at different ages, and the 
proportional numbers of young and old being disturbed by excesses of births over 
deaths, and by emigration, the deaths in two equal populations may vary from differ- 
ences in their composition as to age, without implying any real differences in the 
vitality. A disturbance may also be produced from disproportions in the sexes. 
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Under ordinary circumstances the annual rate of mortality, however, at all ages, 
serves as a sufficiently accurate measure of the relative sanitary condition of the 
population ; and where this is insufficient, the mortality at quinquennial or decennial 
periods of life may be separately determined. 

The mortality of England and Wales in 1857 has been compared with the mor- 
tality of England and Wales in the ten previous years, and it may be compared with 
the mortality (22-36 per 1,000) in the 19 years 1838-56. It is below that average. 
But is that average itself, it may be asked, the true standard ? What is the natural 
rate of mortality among Englishmen, under favourable sanitary conditions ? Under 
such conditions how long do they live? How many of them die annually? No 
direct answer can be given to these questions. No large body of Englishmen is 
Breathing pure air, living on a perfectly sound diet, free from all defilement, and free 
from vice, exercising duly the mind and the body generation after generation. We 
can point to no model city — to no model caste ; we can discover no model parish in 
the country. In the matter of health we are all very ignorant, or desperately negli- 
gent. What courses, then, remain open to the inquirer ? One only. The niortality 
of the districts of England, in which the sanitary conditions are the least unfavour- 

Deaths in the Autumn, {Oct.— Dec.) 1847-57. — Numbers. 



Deaths, &c. 


1857. 


Total 
1847-56, 
(10 Years.) 


1856. 


1855. 


1854. 


1853. 


1852. 


1851. 


In 125 Districts and 23") 
Sub-districts, comprising > 


60,186 
50,511 


532.633 
457.872 


52,105 
44,116 


51,985 
46,037 


59,660 
49,973 


67,635 
45,495 


52,711 
47,059 


52,353 


In the remaining Districts . 
and Sub-Districts of Eng- 
land and Wales, compris- } 
ing chiefly Small Towns j 
and Country Parishes ...J 


46,727 




110,697 


99°>5°5 


96,521 


97,022 


109,633 


103,130 


99,770 


90,080 







Area, Population, Deaths, and Mortality per Cent, in the Autumn Quarters, 

{Oct.— Dec.) 1847-57. 





Area 

in 
Statute 
Acres. 

(England.) 


Population Enumerated. 
(England.) 


Deaths 
in 10 
Autumn 
Quarters, 
18*7-56. 


Average 
Annual 
Rate of 
Mortality 
per Cent. 

of 10 
Autumn 
Quarters, 
1847-66. 


Annual 

Rate of 

Mortality 

per Cent. 


Geoops 


June 6-7th, 
1841. 


March 31st, 
1851. 


in the 
Autumn 
Quarter 

1857. 


In 125 Districts, and} 
23 Sub-Districts, ( 
comprising the ( 
Chief Towns J 

In the remaining Dis- \ 
tricts and Sub-dis- J 
tricts of England 
and Wales, coinpri- \ 
sing chiefly SmaU\ 
Toutnt and Country 1 


No. 
2,149,800 

35,175,115 


No. 
6,838,069 

9,976,079 


No. 
8,247,017 

9,680,592 


No. 
532.G33 

457,872 


Per ct. 

I-876 


Per ct. 
2-704 

1-926 


All England 


37,324,915 


15,914,148 


17,927,609 


990,505 


2.l67 


2-265 
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able, rain be employed as the standard measure until happier times supply the real 
standard of vitality. Sixty-four districts in various parts of the country are found 
where the mortality of the people ranged, on an average, extending over ten years, 
from fifteen to seventeen deaths in 1,000 living. This is not an accidental event; 
the mortality only fluctuates in such places slightly from year to year, and the death 
rate, under the same circumstances, will not be exceeded. The people dwell in 
sixty-four districts, extending over 4,797,315 acres; and their number at the last 
census was 973,070. Undoubtedly the sanitary conditions in which they live are, in 
many respects, favourable. They generally follow agricultural pursuits; and they 
are scattered thinly over an open country, often on high ground, so that the impuri- 
ties which they produce are dispersed and diluted in the air and water. They do not 
breathe each others exhalations in theatres and churches. They do not drink water 
sullied by impurities. They do not drink poison in gin palaces. Their minds are 
not overwrought by dissipation, passion, intellectual effort. But visit their dwell- 
ings, and amidst much that is commendable you will discover many sources of insa- 
lubrity. The bed-rooms are often small, close, crowded ; personal cleanliness is not 
much studied ; the dirty pig and filth of various kinds lie here in close proximity to 
the house; the. land there is imperfectly drained; in the winter clothing, fuel, and 
food, are scantily enjoyed in all large or improvident families ; ignorance yields its 
baneful fruits ; medical advice is ill supplied, or unskilful. Yet the annual mortality 
per 1,000 of this million, men, women, and children, year after year, does not 
exceed 17. Is it not evident that under more favourable auspices the death rate 
would be still lighter ? Under such sanitary conditions as are known, and with all 
the mechanical appliances existing, can we not imagine a community living a healthier 
life than these isolated people ? 

Without affirming, on physiological grounds, that man was created to live a 
destined number of years, or to go through a series of changes which are only com- 
pleted in eighty, ninety, or a hundred years, experience furnishes us with a standard 
which can only be said to be too high. 17 in 1,000 is supplied as a standard by ex- 
perience. Here we stand upon the actual. Any deaths in a people exceeding 17 in 
1,000 annually are unnatural deaths. If the people were shot, drowned, burnt, 
poisoned by strychnine, their deaths would not be more unnatural than the deaths 
wrought clandestinely by disease in excess of the quota of natural death ; that is, in 
excess of seventeen deaths in 1,000 living. 

But it may be said that this standard cannot fairly be applied to determine the 
excessive mortality of large towns, which can never become so healthy as the country. 
How healthy towns may become we do not know. It is only proved that the popu- 
lation of parts of many towns experiences a mortality little above the natural stan- 
dard ; and that the prevalent diseases are referable to causes which evidently, from 
their nature, admit of no removal. The question, however, is not — Does the exces- 
she mortality admit of removal ? but, Does it exist ? — and these two questions have 
no logical connection. The existence of the connection is established by comparing 
the actual mortality with the standard. Then the chief causes of the excessive mor- 
tality are now ascertained; and if the people have done all they can to remove them, 
the residual excess may be held to be inevitable. But what is inevitable at one time 
and in one place is not inevitable at other times and in other places. It is, there- 
fore, of the utmost importance to keep steadily in view all the excessive mortality 
over and above that which is implied in the great decree: " It is appointed unto man 
once to die." In London, during the sixteenth century, the population lived about 
twenty years on an average, and 50 died out of 1,000 living; consequently, the excess 
over 17 was 33. That this excess was not inevitable is now demonstrated; for with 
a great increase in number, the population now lives about 37 years, and the mor- 
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tality has fallen to 25 in 1,000. Is the excess of 8 deaths a year among every 1,000 
living inevitable ? This cannot be admitted for a moment, if we regard only the im- 
perfect state of those sanitary arrangements which the public authorities of London 
have within their power. Nor can it be admitted that the excess of 5 deaths — or 22 
deaths instead of 17 — a year in every 1,000 living is inevitable in England and 
Wales, with evidence before our eyes of the same violations of the laws of nature 
in every district. 

Whether the causes admit or do not admit of removal, the fact, then, is incon- 
testable, and must not be lost sight of, that the excess of deaths in England and 
Wales over those from causes which exist in sixty-four districts was 91,856 in the 
year 1857 ; for 420,019 persons died in that year, and about 328,163 persons would 
have died had the mortality not exceeded the standard of 17 deaths in 1,000 living. 
Of the unnatural deaths, 18,328 happened in the country, or in the village districts, 
and 73,528 in the town districts. The portion of the loss of life falling during ten 
years in each of the 628 districts of the kingdom has been published in an Annual 
Report, and deserves to be carefully studied.* 

England is a great country, and has done great deeds. It has encountered in 
succession, and at times in combination, all the' great powers of Europe ; has founded 
vast colonies in America ; and has conquered an empire in Asia. Yet greater victo- 
ries have to be achieved at home. Within the shores of these islands the twenty- 
eight million of people dwell who have not only supplied her armies, and set her 
ships in motion, but have manufactured innumerable products, and are employed in 
the investigation of scientific truths, and the creation of works of inestimable value to 
the human race. These people do not live out half their days ; a hundred and forty 
thousand of them die every year unnatuial deaths ; two hundred and eighty thou- 
sand are constantly suffering from actual diseases which do not prevail in healthy- 
places j their strength is impaired in a thousand ways : their affections and intellects 
are disturbed, deranged, and diminished* by the same agencies, f Who will deliver the 
nation from these terrible enemies? Who will confer on the inhabitants of the 
United Kingdom the blessings of health and long life ? Who will give scope to the 
improvement of the English race, so that all its fine qualities may be developed to 
their full extent under favourable circumstances ? His conquests would be wrought 
neither by wrong nor human slaughter, but by the application of the powers of 
nature to the improvement of mankind. 



* Reg. Gen. 16th Annual Report, pp. 142 — 153. 

f The annual number of deaths in the United Kingdom is about 616,000 ; and 
the number constantly sick is about twice the number of the annual deaths, or 
1,232,000. If the annual rate of mortality per 1,000 were reduced from 22 to 17, 
the deaths would fall to 476,000 : the constantly sick to 952,000. 



Note. — The numbers of Births and Deaths in this Return are furnished by the 
Registrars at the end of the Quarter, and have not yet been subjected to revision at 
the General Register Office; they will, therefore, be found to differ, in some 
instances, from the more correct numbers to be published hereafter in the Annual 
Report of the Registrar-General. 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATHER, 

DURING THE QUARTER ENDING DECEMBER 31ST, 1857. 

By James Glaisher, Esa., F.R.S., fyc, Sec. of the British Meteorological Society. 

October. — Till the 4th the air was warm, being 5£° above the average ; it was 
then cold until the 10th, being deficient from the average by 2° nearly ; it was then 
again warm until the end of the month, being 4° in excess. The mean high day tem- 
perature was 61i°, exceeding the average by 3J°; the low night temperature was 47°, 
exceeding the average by 3J°. The mean temperature of this month was exceeded 
in the years 1795, 1807, 1811, 1818, and 1831; and was less in all other years since 
1771. ' 

November was warm until the 12th, being 6£° in excess; on the 12th and 13th it 
was cold, being about 5° below the average; it was then again warm until the 24th, 
being about 3° in excess. From the 24th till the end it was cold, being deficient by 
1^°. The mean high day temperature was 52°, exceeding the average by 2^°; and 
that of the low night temperature was 40°-6, being 2J° in excess. The mean tempe- 
rature of the month was 45°-8, being 2°--2 in excess. The mean temperature of this 
month was exceeded in the years 1806, 1817, 1818, 1821, 1822, 1824, 1846, 1847, 
and 1852. 

December was remarkably warm throughout. The mean high day temperature 
was 50°-3, exceeding the average by 5J° nearly; and that of the low night tempera- 
ture was 39°-6, being 4° above the average. The mean temperature of the month 
was 45°-l, being 5° in excess of the average, and due to both warm days and nights. 
The mean temperature of this month has been but twice exceeded since 1771, a 
period of 86 years, viz. in the years 1806 and 1852. 

The decrease of mean temperature from October to November varied from 5° to 
7° all over the country ; and the mean temperatures of November and December were 
nearly alike ; that of the latter month, however, at many places in the Midland and 
Xorthern Counties, being the higher of the two. 

The mean for the three months ending December was 47°'9» For the same 
period in the year 1806 it was 48°-5, in the year 1818 it was 47°-2, in the year 1821 
was 47°-4, in the year 1831 was 47° - l, in the year 1847 it was 47°-5, and in 1852 
was 48°-l. In all other years Since 1771 it has been less than 47°. So that the 
temperature of the past quarter, in a corresponding period, has been but twice 
exceeded during an interval of 86 years. 

The mean temperature of the dew point was above its average in each month of 
the quarter, and in October and November to greater amounts than the excesses of 
temperature, and consequently the air was more humid than usual in those months. 
In December, however, the excess was about the same value as that of the air. 

The reading of the Barometer at the level of the sea was 30 - 31 in. at the begin- 
ning of the month of October ; descended by the 7th td 28-89 in., the lowest reading 
during the year; increased by the 13th to 30-33 in., being the highest in the month ; 
decreased to 29-61 in. by the 18th; variable till October 31st. when the reading was 
30-23 in. ; descended to 29-79 in. by November 2nd ; increased by the 12th to 
3083 in., being the highest in the year ; descended to 29-32 in. by the 24th, being 
the lowest in the month ; then variable, but generally increasing, till December 8th, 
when it read 30-76 in.; then descended to 30-48 in. by the 10th; increased to 
30-80 in. by the 12th, being the highest reading but one in the year ; decreased to 
30-10 in. by the 20th ; and increased to 30-64 in. by the end of the year. The 



108 



Meteorological Report: — Decemier, 1857. 



mean reading in October was slightly in excess, in November and December con. 
siderably above the average of the preceding 16 years ; no mean reading has been so 
high in November, and the reading in December has been exceeded but once, viz., 
in 1843. 

The fall of rain was in excess in October; on the 22nd a very heavy fall took 
piece over the counties of Hertford, Cambridge, Buckingham, Middlesex, Surrey, 
Kent, Norfolk, and Sussex; it fell to the depth of nearly 3 inches in several places. 
In November and December the fall of rain was deficient, and was somewhat deficient 
upon the quarter, and about 3J inches deficient upon the year. 

The mean temperature for the air at Greenwich for the quarter ending November, 
constituting the three autumnal months, was 52° - 8, being 3 0- 4 above the average of 
the preceding 86 years. 





Temperature of 


Elastic 
Force 

of 
Vapour. 


Weight 
of Vapour 


1857. 


Air. 


Evaporation. 


Dew 
Point. 


Air- 
Daily llangc. 


Water 
of the 
Thames 


in a 

Cubic Foot 

of Air. 


Months. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

86 
Years. 


Diff. 
from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver, 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 




o 
53-9 

45-9 

45-0 


o 
+3-6 

+3-4 

+6-1 


o 
+3-6 

+2-3 

+4-8 


o 
51-6 

45-0 

43 9 


o 
+37 

+2-9 

+ 5-2 


o 
50-3 

441 

42-4 


o 

+4-8 

+3-8 
+5-5 


o 
14-5 

11 -S 

10-7 


o 
-0-1 

-0-1 

+1-2 


o 

49 3 
45-6 


In. 

•368 

•289 
•268 


In. 
+•062 

+•031 

+•042 


Gr. 
4-1 

3 -3 

3-1 


Gr. 
+0-6 

+0-4 

+0-5 




47-9 


+4-4 


+3-6 


46-8 


+39 


45-6 


+4-7 


13-2 


+0-3 




•308 


+ •045 


3-5 


+0-5 




Degree 

of 

Humidity. 


Beading 

of 

Barometer. 


"Weight of a 

Cubic Foot 

of Air. 


Bain. 


Daily 
Hon- 
zontal 
Move- 
ment 
of the 
Air. 


Beading of Thermometer on Grass. 




Number of Nights 
it was 


Low- 
est 

Bead- 
ing 
at 

Night 




1857. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Mean. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

16 
Years. 


Amnt. 


Diff. 

from 
Aver- 
age of 

40 
Years. 


High- 


Months. 


At or 
below 
30°. 


Be- 
tween 
30° 
and 
40°. 


Above 
40°. 


est 
Bead- 
ing 
at 

Night. 


Dec 


92 
94 
90 


+ 6 
+ 6 

+ 2 


In. 

29-696 

29 -942 
30 155 


In. 
+•014 

+•197 

+•343 


Gr. 
636 

548 

553 


Gr. 
- 3 

+ 1 

+ 1 


In. 

4-2 

1-3 

OS 


In. 
+0-9 

-10 

-10 


Miles. 
71 

38 
117 



11 
12 


14 
11 
8 


17 

8 

11 


o 
35-2 

22-2 

24-0 


o 
540 

52-2 

45-0 




93 


+ 5 


29-931 


+•184 


546 


+ 


Sum 
6 


Sum 
-1-1 


Mean 

75 


Snm 

23 


Snm 
33 


Sum 
36 


Lowest 
22-2 


Hifrhst 
64 



Kole. — In reading this table it will be borne in mind that the sign (— ) minus signifies below the average, and that 
the sign (+) plus signifies above the average. 
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REVENUE.— Quarter ended 31st Dec, 1857. 

An Abstract of the Net Produce of the Revenue of the United Kingdom in the 
Years and Quarters ended 31*« December, 1866 and 1857. — {Continued 
from vol. xx., page 452, ante.) 

Years ended 31st December. 



Sources of Revenue. 


1856. 


1857. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 




£ 
23,618,375 

18,073,778 

7,268,272 

3,105,026 

16,028,422 

2,869,152 

284,857 

971,106 


£ 
22,464,352 

17,472,000 
7,269,223 
3,104,020 

15,137,997 

2,992,000 

273,654 

1,677,096 


£ 

9S I 

112,848 
705.990 


£ 
1,154,023 

601,778 


Taxes 

Post Office 


1,006 
890,425 




11,203 






72,218,988 


70,390,342 


829,789 


2,658,435 




Net Deer. £1,828,646 



Quarters ended 31st December. 



Sources of Revenue. 



1856. 



1857. 



Increase. 



Decrease. 



Customs 

Excise 

Stamps 

Taxes „. 

Property Tax 

Post Office 

Crown Lands 

Miscellaneous .. 

Total* 



£ 
6,232,175 

4,816,000 

1,838,000 

1,356,000 

1,423,464 

748,000 
86,000 

195,842 



£ 
5,590,018 

4,769,000 

1,761,000 

1,361,000 

808,437 

810,000 

82,000 

725,707 



5,000 



62,000 



529.865 



£ 
642,157 

47,000 

77,000 

615,027 

4,000 



16,695,481 



15,907,162 



596,865 1,385,184 



Net Deer. £788,319 



1858.] Quarterly Returns. — Oct., Nov., Dec, 1857. 
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Quarterly Returns. — Oct., Nov., Dec, 1857. 



[Mar. 



CORN.— Gazette Average Prices, (England and Wales,) during each Week of the 
Fourth Quarter of 1857 ; together with the Monthly and Quarterly Average. 



[Communicated by H. F. 


Jadis, Esq 


, Comptroller of Corn Returns.] 




Weeks ended Saturday, 




Weekly Average. 


Per Impl. Quarter.) 




1867. 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Oats. 


Eye. 


Beaus. 


Peas. 


„ 10 

17 

„ 31 


s. d. 
50 3 
55 8 
55 JO 
55 6 
53 11 


s. d. 
43 4 
43 - 
43 - 
43 5 
43 1 


s. d. 

27 - 

25 a 

25 6 
25 3 
25 - 


a. d. 
35 6 
35 7 

35 4 
37 4 

36 10 


s. d. 
45 6 
45 7 

45 6 

46 1 
45 9 


s. d. 
43 4 

43 7 
41 5 

44 7 

45 3 


Average for October, 1S57.. 


5£ 5 


43 * 


25 7 


3« 1 


45 8 


44 2 


„ U 

21 

„ 28 


62 6 
51 8 
51 3 
49 8 

51 3 


42 3 
41 3 
39 10 
37 7 


26 4 
25 3 
24 1 
23 10 


36 3 
34 7 
36 2 
33 10 


45 - 

44 9 
43 9 
42 8 


44 1 
43 11 
43 3 
40 10 


Average for November, 1857 


40 2 


24 10 


34 " 


44 - 


43 - 


„ 12 

„ 19 

26 


48 3 

49 5 
49 3 
47 6 


35 9 

36 5 

37 - 
35 11 


23 - 
23 3 

22 8 

23 2 


32 9 
34 1 
36 7 
31 6 


41 2 
41 1 
40 3 
39 7 


40 - 

41 2 
40 5 

40 9 


Average for December, 1857 


48 7 


36 3 


23 ~ 


33 5 


40 6 


40 7 


Average for the Quarter . . . 


52 - 


40 1 


24 7 


34 11 


43 7 


42 8 


Average for the Year 1857 . . 


56 4 


42 1 


25 - 


38 3 


43 - 


41 4 



LONDON STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.— Oct., Nov., Dec, 1857. 



Stocks and 


Amt. 

of 

Share. 


Amt. 
Paid. 


Pkick on 


ran 


Highest Price during 


Lowest Price daring 


Railway Shares, 


lOct. 


3 Nov. 


IDec. 


Oct. 


>'ov. 


Dec. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 




Stock 

M 
» 
If 

M 
» 

20 

Stock 

»» 

20 
Stock 


100 

U 
»» 
» 
II 

»» 

171 
100 

»» 

16 

100 


90} 

7s. din. 

1021 
85 
671 
98 
641 
971 
83 
961 
13} 
65} 
901 
92} 
78} 

35} 
97} 


90 
12s. dis. 

103 

78} 

53} 

94} 

60 

95} 

82} 

92} 

13} 

63} 

88} 

91} 

78} 

343 
101} 


m 

4s. dis. 

104} 

773 

56} 

92 

6H 

95} 

83J 

91} 

13} 

63} 

88} 

92} 

81J 

36i 
107} 


90} 
2j. dis. 

103} 
86 

68} 

98} 

55} 

98} 

83J 

97} 

13| 

66} 

91 

93} 

80 

36} 
102 


91} 
2s. pm. 

105 
783 
66} 
95 
52} 
96} 
84} 
93} 
13t 
63} 
89} 
93} 
82 

35 
108} 


94}x.d. 
2s. pm. 

106} 
84 
59 

98x.d 
65 
97} 
89} 
94} 
14 
69| 
95} 
96} 
8H 

38 
110} 


86} 
20s. dis. 

100 

76} 

61} 

92 

60} 

93} 

791 

911 

12} 

61} 

87} 

88} 

75} 

33} 

96 


87} 
39s. dis. 

100 
66 
60 
90 
45} 
92} 
79} 
88 
12} 
59 

813 

88 

74} 

33} 
100 


90} 
5s. dis. 


Exchequer Bills 








76 




54} 
91} 
49} 
93} 
83 






London & North-Western 


Lancashire and Yorkshire 


90} 

12} 

62J 

873 

92 

80} 

35 
100 




^orth-Eastern— Berwick 
» York ... 
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BANK OF ENGLAND.— Weekly Return. 

An Account, pursuant to the Act 1th. and 8th Victoria, c. 32, for each Week 
during the Fourth Quarter {Oct. — Dec.) of 1857, the Weeks ending on 
Saturday till the 31st October, 1857, and thenceforward ending on 
Wednesday ; the alteration of day being made in order to bring the close 
of the Return nearer to the publication of each Friday's Gazette. 



2. 



3. 



Issue Department. 



Collateral Columns. 



Liabilities. 



Notes 
Issued. 



Mlns. 

£ 
24,55 
24,01 
23.40 
23,25 
22,63 
22,42 
21,14 
22,35 
23,26 
23,37 
24,04 
25,40 
26,68 
25,38 



Dates. 

(Saturdays 

and ' 

Wednesdays.) 



1857. 
Oct. 3 .. 

„ 10.. 

„ 17.. 

„ 24 .. 

„ 31 .. 
Nov. 4 .. 

„ 11.. 

„ 18.. 

„ 25 .. 
Dec. 2 . 

„ 9.. 

„ 16.. 

„ 23 .. 

„ 30-.. 



Assets. 



Government 
Debt. 



Mlns. 

£ 
11,01 
11.01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11 01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 
11,01 



Otlier 
Securities. 



Mlns. 
£ 
3^6 
3,46 
3,46 
3,46 
3,46 
3,46 
3,46 
5,46 
5,46 
5,46 
5,46 
5,46 
5,46 
3,46 



Gold Coin 

and 

Bullion. 



Mlns. 

£ 

10,08 

9,54 

8,93 

8,78 

8,16 

7,95 

6,67 

6,08 

6,78 

6,89 

7,57 

8,93 

10,21 

10,91 



Notes in 

Hands of 

Public. 

(Col. 1 minus 

col. 16.) 



Mlns. 

£ 

'9-99 
20,18 

19,76 

20.37 
20,27 
20,18 
21,40 

21.34 
21,10 
20,14 
19,64 
'9.25 
19.32 



Minimum Rates 

of Discount 

at 

Bank of England 



1857. PerCt. 
8 Oct. 6 



12 „ 
19 „ 
5 Nov. 

9 „ 



7 

8 

9 

10 



12 „ Gov. Letter 
24 Dec. 8 



Banking Department. 



8. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


Liabilities. 


Datks. 

(Saturdays 

and 
Wdnsdys.) 


Assets. 


Totals 


Capital and Rest. 


Deposits. 


Seven 

Day and 

other 

Bills. 


Securities. 


Reserve. 


of 
Liabili- 


Capital. 


Rest. 


Public. 


Private. 


Govern- 
ment. 


Other. 


Notes. 


Gold and 
Silver 
Coin 


ties 
and 

Assets, 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 




Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


1857. 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


14,55 


3,94 


8,24 


10,00 


,88 


Oct. 3 


10,59 


21,84 


4,61 


,58 


37,62 


14,55 


3,96 


8,50 


9.67 


,87 


„ 10 


10,56 


22,40 


4,02 


,57 


37,55 


14/55 


3,22 


4,83 


n. 13 


,87 


,. 17 


10,25 


20,54 


3,22 


,60 


34,61 


14,55 


3,24 


4,86 


1 1,26 


,82 


„ 24 


10,25 


20,40 


3,49 


,59 


34,78 


14.55 


3,27 


5,16 


11,49 


,81 


,. 31 


10,25 


22,20 


2,26 


,58 


35,29 


14,55 


3,31 


4,87 


11,91 


,81 


Nov. 4 


10,12 


22,63 


2,15 


,55 


35,45 


14,55 


3,36 


5,31 


'2,94 


,85 


„ 11 


9,44 


26,11 


,96 


,50 


37,02 


14,55 


3,43 


5,48 


!3.9 6 


,83 


„ 18 


6,41 


30,30 


1,15 


,40 


38,26 


14,55 


3,45 


5,79 


H>95 


,82 


„ 25 


5,81 


3i,35 


1,92 


,48 


39,56 


14,55 


3,46 


6,07 


14.44 


,84 


Dec. 2 


5,44 


31.19 


2,27 


,46 


39,36 


14,55 


2,49 


6,65 


'4.44 


,81 


„ 9 


5,43 


30,11 


3,90 


,50 


39,94 


14,55 


3,52 


6,34 


15,08 


,89 


„ 16 


5,45 


29,26 


5,76 


,52 


40,99 


14,55 


3,52 


7,43 


i5>!5 


,88 


„ 23 


5,49 


28,09 


7,43 


,54 


41,55 


14,55 


3,56 


7,44 


15.^7 


,83 


„ 30 


7,54 


27.30 


6,06 


,55 


41,45 
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Quarterly Returns. — Oct., Nov., Dec, 1857. 



[Mar. 



CIRCULATION.— Country Banks. 

Average amount of Promissory Notes in Circulation in England and Wales, 
during the Fourth Quarter (October-December) of 1867, in each Week ended 
on a Saturday; and also the Average of Promissory Notes in Circulation 
in Scotland and Ireland during the Four Weeks ended on the 24th October, 
the 2lst November, and the \Qth December, 1857. 



England and Wales. 


Scotland. 


Ireland. 




Private 
Banks. 


Joint 
Stock 

Banks. 

(Fixed 


Total. 


Four 


£5 


Under 


Total. 


£5 


Under 


Total. 


Dates. 


(Fixed 


(Fixed 


Weeks, 


and 


£5. 


(Fixed 


and 




(Fixed 




Issues, 
4-44.) 


Issues, 
8 -SO.) 


Issues, 

7-74.) 


ended 


upwards. 


Issues, 
8:09.) 


upwards. 




Issues, 
6-86.) 




Mini. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 




Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


Mlns. 


1857. 


£ 


£ 


£ 


1857. 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


Oct. 3 


3,81 


3,14 


6,95 
















„ 10 


3,89 


3,18 


7,07 
















„ 17 


3,88 


3,15 


7,03 
















.. 24 


3,81 


3,08 


6,89 


Oct. 24 


1,54 


2,71 


4,25 


3,52 


3,74 


7,26 


„ 31 


3,78 


3,09 


6,87 
















Nov. 7 


3,71 


3,07 


6,79 
















., 14 


3,63 


3,02 


6,65 
















„ 21 


3,50 


2,91 


6,41 


Nov. 21 


1,61 


2,73 


4,34 


3,28 


3,49 


6,77 


„ 28 


3,27 


2,78 


6,05 
















Dec. 5 


3,24 


2,64 


5,88 
















„ 12 


3,14 


2,53 


5,67 
















., 19 


3,05 


2,46 


5,51 


Dec. 19 


1,65 


2,66 


4,31 


2,96 


3,11 


6,07 



Fluctuations in the Stock and Share Markets during the Year 1867. 



Stocks and Railway Shares. 



Amount 

per 
Share. 



Amount 
Paid. 



Price 

on the 

1st Jan. 

'57. 



Highest 

Price 

during 

the Year. 



Lowest 

Price 

during 

the Year. 



Price 
81 Dec. '57. 



Consols 

Exchequer Bills 

Railways — 

Brighton 

Caledonian 

Eastern Counties 

Great Northern 

Great Western 

London and North- Westn 

Midland 

Lancashire and Yorkshire.. 

North Staffordshire 

South-Eastern 

South-Western 

Berwick 

York and North Midland 

Northern of France 

East Indian 



Stock 



20 
Stock 



20 
20 



100 



171 
100 



16 

100 



941 
par. 



112 
63J 

46£ 
914 
694 

lOCf 
83 
9?i 
12J 
74 

1074 
84 
60 

374 
113$ 



944 
Is. pm. 



1134 

86 

60 
100 

69} 
109} 

92J 
103f 

14| 

79* 

108$ 
984 
87 

41* 

1144 



864 
39*. dis. 



100 
604 

451 

yo 

454 

924 

73$ 

88 

12 

59 

81$ 

83$ 

59$ 

32 
96 



93$ 
2s. pm. 



107 
85$ 

594 

98 

54$ 

98$ 

91$ 

944 

144 

72 

96 

93 

864 

38$ 
112 



